
Miami Heat Back-to-School Shopping Spree 
At the end of the summer, the Miami Heat and Project UP-START, the Education 
Program for Children and Youth Living in Unstable Housing in Miami-Dade, 
partnered with Girls Inc. and took 10 deserving students on a back-to-school 
shopping spree. Netspend the sponsor of this exciting event, provided students 
with a new laptop and a $500 Target gift card. 

Miami Heat and Project UP-START staff assisted the students in selecting 
essential school supplies, clothing, and snacks. During the shopping spree, the 
students were thrilled to meet Burnie, the Miami Heat's mascot, who infused fun 
and excitement into the day. Burnie's lively personality captivated students and 
their parents, making it a memorable experience. 

Additionally, the students met Haywood Highsmith Jr., a Power Forward for the 
Miami Heat. Highsmith's inspiring words motivated the students as they prepared 
for the upcoming school year, leaving them feeling encouraged and ready for 
academic success. 

For additional information regarding the various services available through the 
Project UP-START Program, including information on how to complete and 
submit a Project UP-START Student Eligibility Questionnaire, please visit the 
Project UP-START's website or contact any of the Project UP-START Program's 
satellite offices listed below: 
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Website: https://projectupstart.dadeschools.net

MIAM 1-DAIDIE COUNTY PUBLIC SCH DOLS 

PARENT ACADEMY 
Connecting & Inspiring fom"llies, Sc oob, and Com1m.miJtiies 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) Parent Academy is a free, 
year-round, family engagement initiative that supports parents and caregivers on 
their parenting journey. The Parent Academy (TPA) has become a primary 
source of information and resources for families, providing valuable in-person 
and online opportunities to learn about school district staff and to connect with 
other caregivers. It strives to strengthen family-school-community partnerships, 
leveraging resources, expanding community outreach, and enhancing every 
family's experience. 

During the 2023-2024 school year, over 11,000 caregivers participated in 
workshops offered through more than 1,100 sessions across the district. TPA 
celebrated Florida Family Engagement, opened a new community resource hub 
in Hialeah, hosted the annual Family Fest with more than 1,200 participants and 
40 community partners, and launched new workshop topics such as FAST 
Assessment and 3rd Grade Students, Dyslexia, Autism, Gun Sense and Safety, 
Heimlich and CPR Resources, and Multi-Tiered System of Supports. 

The Parent Academy's Virtual Campus offers more than 80 videos on topics that 
are available in English, Spanish, and Haitian-Creole. The direct link to the 
Virtual Campus is https://parentacademymiami.com/virtual-campus. TPA 
continues to present weekly webinar sessions every Tuesday in English, 
Wednesday in Haitian-Creole, and Thursday in Spanish. Sessions take place at 
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each weekday. 

A fourth hub in Doral will be inaugurated this fall. Workshops, watch parties, 
one-on-one support, and other activities will be scheduled. To view the latest 
calendar of activities and events at the hubs, please visit: 
https://parentacademymiami.com/community-resource-centers. 

For additional information regarding The Parent Academy, please contact us, 
visit our website, or follow us on social media: 

Main Office Phone: 305-271-8257 
Email: TPl@dadeschools.net 
Website: https://parentacademymiami.com 

The Parent Academy is committed to supporting and empowering families. 
Together, we are the link to every child's success! 

Parent Academy Miami @ParentAcadMiami 
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Innovation, Excellence and Safety! 
Miami-Dade County; P.ublic Schools (M-DCPS) lias mucli to celebrate this 
academic y:ear. Tlie District lias been A-rated for five consecutive y:ears. Our 
proficiency levels in every subject area and every grade level have increased 
as compared to last school year, and we outQerformed or met the state in 20 
of the 21 tested areas that are used for accountability puq�oses. In addition to 
that, we are the largest accredited educational entit)'j in the nation! 

network of Pre-K programs and K-12 schools, technical colleges, 
network of adult and career technical education centers as well. 

https://projectupstart.dadeschools.net/
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