Miami Heat Back-to-School Shopping Spree

At the end of the summer, the Miami Heat and Project UP-START, the Education
Program for Children and Youth Living in Unstable Housing in Miami-Dade,
partnered with Girls Inc. and took 10 deserving students on a back-to-school
shopping spree. Netspend the sponsor of this exciting event, provided students
with a new laptop and a $500 Target gift card.

Miami Heat and Project UP-START staff assisted the students in selecting
essential school supplies, clothing, and snacks. During the shopping spree, the
students were thrilled to meet Burnie, the Miami Heat's mascot, who infused fun
and excitement into the day. Burnie's lively personality captivated students and
their parents, making it a memorable experience.

Additionally, the students met Haywood Highsmith Jr., a Power Forward for the
Miami Heat. Highsmith’s inspiring words motivated the students as they prepared
for the upcoming school year, leaving them feeling encouraged and ready for
academic success.

For additional information regarding the various services available through the
Project UP-START Program, including information on how to complete and
submit a Project UP-START Student Eligibility Questionnaire, please visit the
Project UP-START’s website or contact any of the Project UP-START Program’s
satellite offices listed below:
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Noril Reglan Nertl Region Office ?:.ﬂ' K. 57in Sweqr: Extensisn
Hialeah, FL 33013 2150 E ,E
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4 ege Miami, FL 33127 E
Center for 000 NE 23¢d Avenue,
Soulh Reglon Intarnatienal Four-Pack. Room 001 I05-242-8426
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Website: https://projectupstart.dadeschoolé.-net

Project UP-START

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PARENT ACADEMY

Connecting & Inspiring Families, Schools, and Communities

Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) Parent Academy is a free,
year-round, family engagement initiative that supports parents and caregivers on
their parenting journey. The Parent Academy (TPA) has become a primary
source of information and resources for families, providing valuable in-person
and online opportunities to learn about school district staff and to connect with
other caregivers. It strives to strengthen family-school-community partnerships,
leveraging resources, expanding community outreach, and enhancing every
family’s experience.

During the 2023-2024 school year, over 11,000 caregivers participated in
workshops offered through more than 1,100 sessions across the district. TPA
celebrated Florida Family Engagement, opened a new community resource hub
in Hialeah, hosted the annual Family Fest with more than 1,200 participants and
40 community partners, and launched new workshop topics such as FAST
Assessment and 3rd Grade Students, Dyslexia, Autism, Gun Sense and Safety,
Heimlich and CPR Resources, and Multi-Tiered System of Supports.

The Parent Academy’s Virtual Campus offers more than 80 videos on topics that
are available in English, Spanish, and Haitian-Creole. The direct link to the
Virtual Campus is https://parentacademymiami.com/virtual-campus. TPA
continues to present weekly webinar sessions every Tuesday in English,
Wednesday in Haitian-Creole, and Thursday in Spanish. Sessions take place at
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each weekday.

A fourth hub in Doral will be inaugurated this fall. Workshops, watch parties,
one-on-one support, and other activities will be scheduled. To view the latest
calendar of activitits and events at the hubs, please visit:
https://parentacademymiami.com/community-resource-centers.

For additional information regarding The Parent Academy, please contact us,
visit our website, or follow us on social media:

«  Main Office Phone: 305-271-8257
+  Email: TP1@dadeschools.net
«  Website: https://parentacademymiami.com

The Parent Academy is committed to supporting and empowering families.
Together, we are the link to every child’s success!

o @ Parent Academy Miami ® @ParentAcadMiami

The Parent Academy
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Innovation, Excellence and Safety!

Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) has much to celebrate this
academic year. The District has been A-rated for five consecutive years. Our
proficiency levels in every subject area and every grade level have increased
as compared to last school year, and we outperformed or met the state in 20
of the 21 tested areas that are used for accountability purposes. In addition to
that, we are the largest accredited educational entity in the nation!

We are so thankful for the community's investment in our school district,
children, teachers, and leaders. M-DCPS is an educational enterprise with a
network of Pre-K programs and K-12 schools, technical colleges, and a large
network of adult and career technical education centers as well.

Rooted in Excellence, Innovation, and Safety, M-DCPS upholds high
academic standards that have earned it a spot among Florida's top districts.
With diverse choice and magnet programs, we are shaping a future-ready
generation equipped with the skills for tomorrow. Our commitment to safety,
led by the nation's largest school-based police force, ensures a secure learning
environment.

Our students possess incredible talent and potential. Your child's daily
attendance is essential to their success. Every day they are in school, they
build important skills, create lasting connections, and take steps toward
achieving their goals. Prioritizing attendance means prioritizing their
future-let's help them make each day count!

I want to extend my gratitude to all who have
contributed to maintaining our high standards and
ensuring M-DCPS remains your best choice. With the
continued parental support and involvement of our
dedicated parents, we shall continue to strive to excel
academically and stay at the forefront of innovation in
education.

LouRnet

Sincerely,

Dr. Jose L. Dotres
Superintendent of Schools



https://projectupstart.dadeschools.net/

Welcome to a New School Year!

Dear Parents and Families,

Welcome to another wonderful school year! The Title I Parent Advisory
Council (PAC) and District Advisory Council (DAC) are ready and excited to
serve our community. This school year, the Division of Student and Family
Support Programs/Title I Administration continues to provide families with
resources to enhance learning and promote student success.

We know that life can feel like a never-ending tunnel, full of twists, turns, and
other unexpected obstacles that can negatively impact your child’s success.
Title I Community Involvement Specialists (CIS) and Community Liaison
Specialists (CLS) can help guide you through life’s challenges by finding just
the right resources, such as tutoring for your child, mental health services, or
housing assistance.

I highly encourage you to get to know the Title I CIS/CLS at your child’s school
and ask about monthly activities, such as parent workshops, that are available
in person or online. The Title I PAC and DAC meetings also provide families
with an excellent opportunity to receive additional information about school
and local community resources. Each Title I DAC General Meeting includes
amazing performances from students who attend a Title I school.

To learn more about Title I PAC and DAC, including how you can participate
and/or nominate new PAC and DAC representatives for the 2024-2027 term,
please speak with your school’s Title I CIS/CLS or visit the Division of Student
and Family Support Programs/Title I Administration’s website at
https://titlel.dadeschools.net, and click on the DAC & PAC tab.

On behalf of the Title I DAC and PAC, thank you for supporting your child’s
education. We look forward to seeing you at a Title I event this school year.

Warmest Regards,
Zoraida Serret, DAC Chairperson

Title | District Advisory Council

Chess2Think Initiative in Title | Schools

The Chess2Think Initiative is a supplemental, extra-curricular enrichment
program designed to expand access to the game of chess for students attending
Title I schools. The program aims to expose more students to chess through

in-person instruction while encouraging participation in the Chess2Think
Initiative tournaments.

This year, approximately 175 schools are participating in the Chess2Think
Initiative. The program is dedicated to improving academic performance by
developing the analytical and critical thinking skills required for success in school.
Additionally, the Chess2Think Initiative supports the development of essential

skills that prepare students for post-secondary education and future career
opportunities.

All Title T schools are eligible and strongly encouraged to participate in the
Chess2Think Initiative. The program offers in-person, direct instructional support
at the school site, supplemented with comprehensive online resources to enrich
student learning.

The Chess2Think Initiative offers the following benefits to participating schools:

Up to 8 hours of in-person chess instruction per week
Supplemental materials for classroom use

In-person regional tournaments

An annual In-person District K-12 Championship
Online tournaments for additional engagement

A year-long Grand Prix competition

Online curriculum tools to support instruction
Training for teachers and students through webinars and video series
Continuous online technical support

Throughout the academic year, the Chess2Think Initiative will host in-person
regional tournaments, online Grand Prix competitions, and a District K-12
Championship to recognize and celebrate student achievements.

For further information about the Chess2Think Initiative, please visit
https://chess2think.dadeschools.net or call program staff at 305-273-2830.

Chess2Think Initiative

Hispanic Heritage Extravaganza!

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated annually from September 15 to October
15 to honor the contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans and recognize
their pivotal roles in shaping the history of the United States.

This year, the Miami-Dade County Public Schools, Title I Migrant Education
Program celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with the support of the South
Dade Senior High Mini-Corps Club, migrant staff, and parents. Under the
leadership of club sponsor, Ms. Elizabeth Villa-Corona, a two-day event was
organized at two Extended School Day Program (ESP) sites. The first event
took place at Redland Center on September 19, 2024, and the second at South
Dade Center in Homestead on September 25, 2024, with over 60 Mini-Corps
student volunteers participating.

Each classroom in the ESP was transformed into a gateway to a different Latin
American country, allowing students to explore cultures from nations like
Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, Cuba, and many more. Students engaged in
arts and crafts and played traditional games, such as the popular Mexican
bingo known as “Loterfa” A highlight of the event was the ethnic food
prepared by parents, who represented each country through their delicious
homemade dishes. The classrooms were filled with the rich flavors of these
delicacies, creating a warm and inviting atmosphere.

This interactive celebration not only showcased the diversity within our
migrant student community, but also embraced various learning modalities. It
provided a fantastic opportunity for parents to actively engage in their
children’s education in a fun and welcoming environment, reinforcing that
M-DCPS truly is Your Best Choice!

Title I Migrant Education Program
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